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The Two Covenants

We welcome you to this series of Bible studies concerning the two covenants. Itisthe
purpose of these lessonsto assist truth seekers and growing Christiansin a better understanding
of the covenants as revealed on the pages of the word of God.

Please take your Bible, look up the Scriptures listed, fill in the blanks where called for,
and answer any questions.

“For f that first covenant had been faultless,
then should no place have been sought for the second” (Heb. 8:7).

If you have any questions or comments as you study these lessons, write them down so
you can remember to mention them at the right time and place. Write your name on your
material asyou will want to keep it for future study.
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Lesson 1

The Need for Understanding About Covenants

I ntroduction

1.

Over theyears, we have had to teach outsidersthat thefirst covenant or the law of Moses
served its purpose and has been taken out of theway. But, who would have thought that
our own brethren would have to be taught that the first covenant is not binding on folks
today? We are being told by some brethren that, “ Christ gave no law; He was a covenant
victim, not acovenant maker or lawgiver; That Jesus did not come to establish acovenant
which was different from previous arrangements, That Christ came to perpetuate a continuity
of law; Jesus did not dismantle the law and give anew one. He only took away the
ceremonial aspectsof thelaw; Thereiscontinuity of covenant sincethe daysof Abraham;
Law does not become obsolete when it has been fulfilled; And, the law was not nailed to
the cross only the debt which sin created was taken out of theway.” When weread such
statements, it is past time that we get to studying about covenants. A failureto teach on
and study such basic Biblelessons, over the years, has brought about thisissue among
brethren. No doubt, some are teaching thisfalse doctrine to try to get around what the
Lord says about marriage, divorce, and remarriage in Matthew 19:1-9 and other doctrines
aswell.

Thereisawaysaneed for God’ s people to understand about Bible covenants. Covenants
are about as old as man himself. Every generation must be taught on such subjects. A
fallure to do so will result in some teaching fal se concepts about the covenants.
Johnwrote, “For the law was given by M oses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ”
(In. 1:17).

To further our understanding of the covenants God has had with His people, thisstudy is
dedicated.

Discussion

Meaning Of The Word “ Covenant”

A. Thebasic meaning of theword “ covenant” isan agreement. Itisusually entered into
between two persons. In aspiritual sense, it involves God and man. From alegal
standpoint, God is the party of the first part and man is the party of the second part

B. Sometimes a covenant is a sign between God and His people.

1. For example, sabbath keeping was a sign between God and Israel. A reading of
Exodus31:13-17 will show that the sabbath was*“a between
and (thechildren of Israel) throughout your generations;
that ye may know that | am the Lord that doth sanctify you” (Ex. 31:13).
a. Thissigniscalled acovenant in Exodus 31:16.
b. Please observethat thiswasonly asign between God and Isragl. It wasnot a
covenant with any other people, like us today!
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2.

Often acovenant is an agreement made with anindividual. God made acovenant

with Noah. Mosesrecorded, “ But with thee | will establish my

and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons

wives with thee” (Gen. 6:18).

a. God agreed that if Noah would build the ark and “come into” it, He would
save him and his family from the flood waters.

b. Noah did “according to all that God commanded him, so he”
(Gen. 6:22).

c. Godwas “the party of thefirst part” and Noah was “the party of the second
part.”

d. God also made arainbow covenant. “And God spake unto Noah, and to his
sonswith him, saying, And , behold, I establish my
with , and withyour after you; And with every
living creature that iswith you...neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by
thewaters of aflood; neither shall there any bea

to destroy the earth” (Gen. 9:8-11).

(1) God said, “Thisisthetoken of the covenant which | make
me and you...” (Gen. 9:12).

(2) Thetoken of thiscovenant was, “| do set my inthe :
and it shall befor atoken of a between me and the

(Gen. 9:13).

(3) Every time you see arainbow, it isareminder that God still honors His
agreement with all the earth to never destroy all the earth with aflood.

. There Are Three Periods Of Bible History
A. Patriarchal period.

1
2.

This period of time was from the days of Adam until Moses.

Thiswas atime of promises and God dealing directly with man through head of

the families, the father.

a. Thewriter of Hebrews picked up the story of thistime when he said, “For
when God made promiseto Abraham...” (Heb. 6:13).

b. Abraham was the central character of this period.

c. Thistime period lasted for about 2500 years.

B. Jewish period.

1

2.

This period was the time of God dealing with the Jewish people and the law of
Moses.
This covenant was made only with the Israelites. Moseswrote, “ The Lord our

God made a with inHoreb. ThelLord
made not this covenant with our fathers, but with , even , who
areadll of herealivethisday” (Dt. 5:2-3).

This covenant was given to restrain the people of God from so much sinning.
God never did intend for the law of Moses to be alasting covenant.
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a. Ingiving the purpose of the Jewish covenant, Paul said, “Wherefore then

serveth thelaw? It was because of transgressions, till the seed
should come...” (Gal. 3:19).
b. Weknow that the seed referredtois* " (Gdl. 3:16).
c. Paul told the Ephesiansthat the law was* " (Eph. 2:15).
C. Gospdl period.

1. Thisisthetime period in which we now live. It extends from the time of gospel
preaching on Pentecost in Acts 2 and will continue to the end of time.

2. Thegospel agebrought about alot of new things, including anew
(Heb. 8:8, 13).

3. Thelaw of Moses belonged to the Jewish age, but the new covenant isthe law of
Christ. Just as Paul wrote the Galatians, “Bear ye one another’ s burdens, and so
fulfill the of " (Gdl. 6:2).

4. Thisperiodiscalled “the days’ (Acts2:17; Heb. 1:1-2).

Conclusion

1. Having studied the need for understanding the covenants of God, please take your Bible
and investigate the next twelve lessons to learn which covenant is binding on us today.

2. Remember that “we are delivered from the law...that we should serve in newness of
spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter” (Rom. 7:6).



