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Growing in Grace and Knowledge of theLord

We welcome you to this series of Bible studies. These lessons are designed to help
Christiansgrow and be strong in the Lord. They are based on the Bible as we seek to fulfill the
Great Commission by, “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded
you” (Mt. 28:20).

After one has obeyed the gospel, he is added to the Lord's church (Acts 2:47). Asa
member of the church, oneisababein Christ and must learn what hisresponsibilitiesto Christ
are. Peter said, “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow
thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). One must really want to learn and grow!

Please take your Bible, look up the Scriptures listed, fill in the blanks where called for,
and answer any questions. Remember that when you first obeyed the gospel your past sins
were forgiven, but, if oneisto be saved eternally, he must, as Peter said:

“Grow in the grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18).

Asyou study these lessons, if you have any questions or comments, write them down so
you can remember to mention them at theright time. Write your name on your material asyou
will want to keep it for further study.
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A Suggestion AsTo The Use Of ThisMaterial:

1. One teacher for each lesson would be helpful to the new Christian as he is exposed to
thirteen teachers soon after his conversion. The class could be conducted in the home
of the new Christian, the teacher’s home, or at the church building.

2. A class study on Sunday or Wednesday at the church building where thereisagroup to
study the material.

3. This material is also designed for seasoned Christians to study, to help prepare them
to conduct the class for others.



Lesson 1

First Things First

I ntroduction

1. After a person has obeyed the gospel, he is then called upon to put first things first.
a. Jesussaid, “But seek yefirst the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you” (Mt. 6:33).
b. Every Christian needs to memorize this passage and seek to understand it. Read the
context of this passage and realize that Jesus wants us to put first things first (Mt.
6:25-34).
2. Let’s study and seeif we can learn just what it means to put first thingsfirst.
Discussion

OneFirst GivesHimself To TheLord
A. When you obey the gospel, you are no longer your own.
1. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which isin you, which ye have of God, and ye are your
. Foryeare with aprice: therefore glorify God
in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”
2. Remember that you were purchased with the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28; 1
Pet. 1:18-19).
B. The Corinthians were told how the churches of Macedonia put first things first.
1. 2 Corinthians 8:5 “And thisthey did, not as we hoped, but gave
their own to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.”
2. These Christians went beyond what Paul had hoped for. They realized the
importance of first giving their own selves to the Lord.
C. Other thingswill come easier, if wewill first of all give ourselvesto the Lord.

A Willing Mind IsRequired

A. 2 Corinthians 8:12 “For if there be awilling ,itis
accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.”

B. God has aways required that His people have awilling mind.

1. Look what God required of His people when He wanted them to give for the
building of the tabernacle in the Old Testament. “Take ye from among you an
offering unto the Lord: whosoever isof a heart, let him
bring it, an offering of the Lord; gold, and silver, and brass’” (Ex. 35:5).

2. AsDavid charged his son, Solomon, in regardsto the building of the temple, he
said, “And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve
him with a perfect heart and with a . for
the Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth al| theimaginations of thethoughts:
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VI.

VII.

if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast
thee off for ever” (1 Chr. 28:9).
C. Whatever we do in serving God, God wants us to do it with awilling mind!

Cleanse First Thelnside
A. Inobeying the gospel, one purifies his soul (1 Pet. 1:22).
B. Theinside must be kept clean.
1. Inrebuking the Pharisees, Jesus said, “ Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse
that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean
also” (Mt. 23:26).
2. Read the context of this passage and you can understand what the Pharisees
were doing.
C. Paul told Timothy, “keep thyself pure” (1 Tim. 5:22), and he told the Philippians to
on purethings (Phil. 4:8).

First Cast Out The Beam Out Of Thine Own Eye
A. Many see everyone's faults but their own!
B. Read Matthew 7:3-5.

1. Whatisabeam?

2. What isamote?

3. What did Jesus say do first and why?

First Be Reconciled To Thy Brother

A. From time to time brethren disagree. Each of us must strive, “as much aslieth in
you, live peaceably with all men” (Rom. 12:18).

B. Openyour Bibleto Matthew 5:21-26. Asyou read this passage, you can see what
must first be done when your brother has aught against you. Jesus said, “Leave
therethy gift before the altar, and go thy way; be reconciled to
thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift” (Mt. 5:24).

C. God will not accept our worship when we are at odds with our brother.

That First Of All PrayersBe Made For All Men

A. 1Timothy 2:1-2 “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that
arein ; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable lifein all
godliness and honesty.”

B. Perhaps, if more prayers were offered for those in high places, and less criticism,
thiswould be a better placeto live.

He First Findeth His Own Brother
A. After learning the truth of the gospel, we need to find others and share the truth with

2



them. We are saved to save.

1

2.

2 Timothy 2:2 “And the thingsthat thou hast heard of me among many witnesses,
the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to othersaso.”

1 Timothy 4:16 “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in
them: for in doing thisthou shalt both thyself, and them that hear thee.”

B. Each of usneedsto bean Andrew. Read John 1:40-42. After Andrew heard of Jesus

and followed Him, what wasthefirst thing that he did?

VIII. Seeking First The Kingdom Of God And His Righteousness

COow>

Conclusion

Read Matthew 6:25-34.
What is the kingdom?
What is God'’ s righteousness?
What it means to seek first the kingdom.
1

Attending regularly.

a. The Lord expects His people to attend the services of the church faithfully.

b. Hebrews 10:25

c. We need to work things out so we can attend every service.

Giving purposely and liberaly.

a. God demands that His people give with purpose and as one is prospered.

b. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2; Acts 20:35; Luke 6:38

Studying often.

a.  God expects usto know and to know requires study.

b. 2 Peter 3:18; 2 Timothy 2:15; Acts 17:11; Revelation 1:3

Being zealous in church work.

a. Jesus gave Himself to purchase a zealous people (Ti. 2:14).

b. First Christians were stedfast and zeal ous.

c. Acts2:42; 1 Corinthians 15:58; 2 Corinthians 9:2

Taking time for God.

a. It takestimeto be holy.

b. Psam 90:12; Ephesians 5:16

c. Itiseasy tolet time slip away - even an entire life - doing things which do
not contribute to our spiritual welfare.

1. Thereisno finer time to begin putting first things first than when you first obey the gospel.
2. By putting first things first, one will grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord.





