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L ocating the Lord’s Church

We welcome you to this series of Bible studies concerning the Lord' s church. Itisthe
purpose of these lessonsto assist the growing Christian in a better understanding of the Lord’s
church as revealed on the pages of the New Testament. Further, this study will help you to
locate the Lord’ s church wherever you find yourself. After you havelearned about Locating the
Lord’'s Church, you will be in abetter position to help others locate it.

Please take your Bible, look up the Scriptures listed, fill in the blanks where called for,
and answer any questions. Remember Jesus said:

“1 will build my church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it” (Mt. 16:18).

If you have any questions or comments as you study these lessons, write them down so
you can remember to mention them at the right time and place. Write your name on your
material as you will want to keep it for future study.
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Lesson 1

L earning About the Lord’s Church

I ntroduction

1. Thegreatness of the Lord’ s church has not been learned by most people. Many look upon
the Lord’ s church as being an afterthought with God and fail to seeitsreal importance.
2. TheLord' schurch wasin the mind of God from eternity and is made known by the wisdom

of God. The apostle Paul wrote concerning the church, “To theintent that now unto the
principalitiesand powersin heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold
wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Eph. 3:10-11).

Discussion
l. Attitude Toward Locating The Lord’s Church

A. Theattitude and plea of the restoration movement wasto “speak where the Bible
speaks, and to be silent wherethe Bibleissilent.” Thisconcept isbased onthewords
of 1 Peter 4:11, “If any man speak, let him speak, asthe of God...”
1. Theearly pioneer preachers weretrying to restore the Lord’ s church by making

their appeal to the word of God.

2. We must do the same today.

B. Not all have the proper attitude toward the Lord’ s church today.

1. One preacher has been quoted as saying, “We are not trying to reproduce the first-
century church.” Hethen chided the brotherhood for what he called, “the old paths
mentality.” Healsosaid, “Wemust get away from the self-governing notion that
the true church existed, was lost, and we have it again.”

2. Another said, “Nowhere doesthe New Testament provide explicit Scriptural basis
for arestoration principle - no text explicitly states that later generations should
follow the primitive church or restoreit.”

3. Some even believe and teach that there is no such thing as a church to be found on
the pages of the New Testament.

C. TheNew Testament revealsthe marks of identity of the Lord’ schurch. These marks
of identity must be matched to locate the Lord’ s church, just as an escaped prisoner
must match hisdescriptioninan al pointsbulletin. Theselessonsare designedto help
the“honest and good heart” locatethe Lord’ schurch without any difficulty” (Lk. 8:15).

D. If someone cameto you and said, “ Take and show methe Lord’ s church,” what would
you say and wherewould you take them?

. Meaning Of The Word “ Church”
A. Theword*“church” comesfrom theword “ekklesia,” and means“thecalled out.” The
word “church” can be found 76 timesin the New Testmament.
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1. Theword“ekklesa’ isnot only trandated church, but al so congregation and assambly.
2. Theword refersto aparticular people who are called out. Jesus used the word

“church” torefer to aspecial called out peopleas* my " (Mt. 16:18).
3. Thiscalingisdivine, sinceitisfrom God (1 Pet. 5:10). Itismade possible by “the
" (2Th.2:13-14).

B. Theword for church is used four timesin anon-spiritual way.
1. Acts19:32 “ Sometherefore cried onething, and someanother: for the
was confused; and the more part knew not wherefore they were come together.”
2. Acts19:39 “But if yeinquire any thing concerning other matters, it shall be
determinedinalawful
3. Acts19:41 “Andwhen he had thus spoken, he dismissed the
4. Acts7:38 “Thisishe, that wasinthe inthewildernesswit
the angel which spake to himin the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received
thelively oracles to give unto us.”
C. Theword “church” isused in two sensesin the New Testament.
1. Itisusedinreferenceto al of the Lord’ s people. When Jesus said, “I will build
my church” (Mt. 16:18), He was making reference to His people everywhere.
2. ItisusedinreferencetotheLord speopleinadefinitelocality like
(1 Cor. 1:2), or the church of the (1Th. 1:1).
A church may bereferred toin aprovince such asthe*

" (Gal. 1:22).
3. Pleaseread thefollowing passages and write in the blanks how you think the word
“church” is used.

Matthew 16:18
Ephesians5:23-25
Ephesians 1:22
1 Corinthians1:2
Philippians4:15
Galatians 1:22
1 Thessalonians2:14
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1. Entering TheLord’ s Church
A. Sincethechurch belongsto Christ, He hastheright to decide the terms of admission into
it. Just how does one enter the Lord’ s church?

1. Hearingand believingisessential. TheBiblesays, “Sothen
cometh by , and hearing by theword of God” (Rom. 10:17).
Without , one cannot please God (Heb. 11:6). The gospel
must be heard and believed (Mk. 16:15-16).

2. Repentanceiscommanded. Paul told the Atheniansthat “ God commandeth all
men every where to " (Acts 17:30). Repentanceisachange
of mind that resultsin a change of action (Mt. 21:28-30).

3. A confessonof one sfaithisrequired. Jesussaid, “Whosoever therefore shdl confess
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before men, himwill | confess also before my Father whichisin heaven”

(Mt. 10:32). A good example of one making this confession isin Acts 8:36-38.

4. Baptismisfor theremission of sins. Every case of conversion in the book of
Actsrequired baptism. Read Mark 16:15-16 and Acts 2:38. When folks did

what Jesusrequired, they were added to the (Acts2:47).
B. Becoming amember of the Lord’ s church isdescribed different waysin the New
Testament.

1. Beingbornagain. Jesustold Nicodemus, “ Except aman be
, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (Jn. 3:3).
2. BdieversaddedtotheLord. Whendisciplinewas practiced by the Lord on Ananias
and Sapphira, “ Fear came upon all the church...And believers were the more
tothe , multitudes both of men and

women” (Acts5:1-11, 14).
3. Obedient to the faith. “And the word of God increased; and the number of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and agreat company of the priests were
tothe " (Acts6:7). Theword“faith”
in this passage has reference to the gospel as used in Romans 10:16.
C. One of the thingswhich will help usin locating the Lord’ s church is by the plan of
salvation taught. A church that doesnot teach what istaught in the New Testament
concerning entering the church is not the Lord’ s church!

Conclusion

1. The Lord’ s church can be easily located, when you learn its marks of identity.

2. These Bible-centered lessons are designed to help you in your search. We urge you to begin
right now locating the Lord’s church.





