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The Organization of the Church

Wewelcomeyou to this series of Bible studies concerning the organization of theLord's
church. It is the purpose of these lessons to assist truth seekers and growing Christians in a
better understanding of the organization of the church as revealed on the pages of the New
Testament.

Please take your Bible, look up the Scriptures listed, fill in the blanks where called for,
and answer any questions. These lessons are based on the King James Version of the Bible.

“Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ,
to all thesaintsin Christ Jesuswhich areat Philippi,
with the bishops and deacons’ (Phil. 1:1).

If you have any questions or comments as you study these lessons, write them down so
you can remember to mention them at the right time and place. Write your name on your
material asyou will want to keep it for future study.
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Lesson 1

Introduction: Learning About Church Organization

I ntroduction

1. The Scriptures furnish us with a plan for the organization of the Lord’ s church.
2. A study of the organization of the church isof utmost importancefor the now and for the
generations to come.

Discussion

l. The Need For This Study
A. Let’s notice some reasons why a study of the organization of the church is needed.

1

Todeclareall the counsel of God. We are obligated to declare“ all the counsel of
God” (Acts20:27). God has given counsel concerning how the church isto be
organized. To neglect teaching on the organization of the church isto shunto
declare al the counsel of God.

To help each member know their place. God expects His people to be in their
place (Judg. 7:21). Each member of the church hasaplacein the organization of
the church. The only way we can know our placeis by study.

To encourage young men to become qualified leaders. Y oung men must be
trained to become qualified leadersin the church. It takestime and hard work to
be qualified for aposition of leadership in the church. A churchwould dowell to
keep some kind of training program ongoing to help train such.

To strengthen the church. The stronger the organization of the church, the stronger
the church. Poor leadership retards the growth of the church.

Toclear up misunderstanding. The organization of the church hasbeen misunderstood
by many. The only way to clear up misunderstanding is by clearly teaching the
truth asit is revealed on the pages of divine inspiration.

To prevent apostasy. The apostasy of |sragl was brought about by changing God' s
form of organization (1 Sam. 8:1-6). Most apostasies in the church have begun
within the organization of the church (Acts 20:28-30; 2 Th. 2:2-4).

B. Aslong asthe church exists, there will be agreat need to study its organization.

. The Definition Of Organization
A. Webster’ sUnabridged Dictionary definestheword “ organization” as: “1. Theact of
organizing; the act or process of arranging and getting into proper working order; as,
the organization of an expedition. 2. The state of being organized; that whichis
organized; an organized body. 3. Organic structure; the disposition or arrangement
of the organsfor the performance of vital functions. 4. The arrangement of the parts
of an aggregate or body for work or action; systematic preparation for action.”



B.

C.

Some New Testament passages which set forth the concept of organization:

1. 1Corinthians11:34 “...Andtherest will | setin when| come.”
2. 1Corinthians 14:40 “Let al thingsbe done andin
3. Titus1:5 “...that thou shouldest set in thethingsthat are wanting...”

The organization of the church isthe arrangement of the parts of the body for the
accomplishment of the work God has given the church to do.

The Importance Of Organization

A.
B.

C.

Where there is no organization, there is chaos and disorder!

Organization isimportant for order and accomplishment when two or more people
are associated in any given task.

Thelack of good organizationisone of the greatest hindrancesto efficiently accomplishing
the work God has given the church to do.

TheTerm “Church” AsUsed In The New Testament

A.

B.

Theterm “church” isused in two sensesin the New Testament.

1. Universa sense. Theuniversal churchincludesal of the Lord’ s people everywhere.
Theterm “church” isused in auniversal sensein such passages as Matthew 16:18;
Acts 2:47; 1 Timothy 3:15.

2. Local sense. Thelocal churchincludesthe Lord’ speoplein adefinite geographical
location. Theterm “church” isused inalocal sensein such passagesasActs 13:1;
1 Corinthians 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:1.

There is no organization of the church on earth in auniversal sense. God has given

organization to thelocal church. Organizationslarger or smaller than thelocal church

are without divine authority.

The Autonomy Of The Local Church

A.

B.

Theword “autonomy” is defined as, “independent in government; self-governing;
without outside control” (Webster’s International Dictionary).
God gaveto thelocal church the right of self-government.
1. TheBiblecallsfor eldersin every church (Acts14:23; Ti. 1:5). The authority of
eldersislimited to the local church (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2).
2. Each church does its own work under the supervision of its own elders.
a. Thelocal church sent out preachers (Acts 11:22).
b. Thelocal church supported preacherslaboring in foreignfields (Phil. 4:15-18).
c. Theloca church madeupitsownfundsfor relief (1 Cor. 16:1-3; Acts 11:27-30).
d. Thelocal church selected and sent its own messengers with its funds for the
work to be done (1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 8:4-6, 16-21).
Each local churchisto be organized the same way; directed by the same Head; are
each charged to do the same work; and are to function independent of each other -
not through each other.



VI. The Sufficiency Of The Church
A. Thechurchisfully equipped to do al that the Lord has given it to do (Eph. 4:7-16).
B. No other organization is permitted, much less needed.
C. Our troubletoday isnot alack of sufficient organization, but afailureto use what the
Lord has provided!

VII. TheOrganization Of The Church In A Nutshell
A. Christ isthe absolute authority in the local church (Eph. 1:21-23).
B. Christ gave apostles, prophets, evangdists, and teachers to make the church sufficient
and function as awhole for His purpose (Eph. 4:9-16).
C. Thechurch also consists of elders (bishops), deacons, and members (saints). Paul

wrote the Philippian letter, “...to al the in Christ Jesuswhich are
at Philippi, with the and " (Phil. 1:1).
Conclusion

1. We should be content with God’ s pattern for the organization of the church.
2. Let’s keep the church pure in organization!



